Supporting clinical teachers - a review of the literature.
Medical student teaching in the community has been shown to produce equivalent or improved learning outcomes compared to teaching based in the hospital setting. It is well recognised by Australian universities that there is a current shortage of clinical teachers, that these teachers are both under-resourced and underfunded and that the majority of clinical teachers have no formal training in medical education. A review was undertaken to determine what body of knowledge exists in the Australian literature regarding the educational support needs of general practitioners who teach medical students, and to highlight areas that require further research. Need for improved support was identified in all Australian articles that assessed GP support requirements. There is sufficient evidence to guide improved support for GP clinical teachers. However, funding for more support programs is needed, as is further research into the area.